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1387 Department OT tnergy 
Fernald Site Office 

P O  Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

(513) 738-6319 

MAY 3-0. 1991 
DOE-1436-91 

Mr. Graham E. Mitchell, DOE Coordinator 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
40 South Main Street  
Dayton, OH 45402 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

CONCERNS REGARDING P I T  5 BERMS 

Reference: 1) Letter, G .  E .  Mitchell t o  J .  R .  Craig, "Concerns about P i t  5 
, < b $  Berms," dated April .9, 1991 

2) Letter, J .  R.  Craig t o  C. A.  McCord and G .  E .  Mitchell, 
"Waste P i t  Berms," dated March 27, 1991 

4. 
t 

In response t o  Reference 1, concerning the Waste Pi t  Berm evalu,ation and the 
varmints observed l iving i n  these berms, the following information i s  
provided: 

BERM EVALUATION 

On February 5,  1991, Parsons Engineering was tasked to  conduct an engineering 
evaluation of Waste P i t  3, Waste P i t  5 and the Clearwell berms. The primary 
reason for  t h i s  evaluation i s  t h a t  the earthen berm, which forms the nor th  
side of Waste P i t  5,  has exhibited evidence of possible slippage. The berms 
that  form the west side of Waste Pi t  3, Waste P i t  5 and the Clearwell are 
similar t o  the suspect berm and are also t o  be evaluated. 

I 

A Work P lan  document for  t h i s  evaluation has been prepared and a copy has been 
(previously) provided for  your information (Reference 2 ) .  
for t h i s  evaluation are t o  begin on approximately July 1, 1991. 
S i te  Evaluation detai l ing the resul ts  of t h i s  e f fo r t  are  anticipated t o  be 
complete October 31, 1991. An interim report will be issued on August 30, 
1991, which will provide a l l  available data a t  that  time. 

Field a c t i v i t i e s  
The Removal 
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BURROWING MAMMALS 

The ex is tence of a t  l e a s t  two burrows i n  t h e  Waste P i t  5 berm i n d i c a t e  t h e  
presence o f  burrowing mammals i n  the  Waste P i t  Area. It i s  n o t  known whether 
these burrows are  c u r r e n t l y  inhabi ted.  
i s  no evidence o f  movement i n  o r  ou t  of these burrows. Inspec t i on  o f  these 
burrows i s  performed weekly i n  an e f f o r t  t o  determine t h e i r  occupancy s ta tus .  

Based upon f i e l d  observat ions,  t h e r e  

I f  i t  i s  determined t h a t  t h e  burrows a t  Waste P i t  5 a re  inhab i ted ,  non - le tha l ,  
humane and env i ronmenta l ly  sound methods w i l l  be employed t o  encourage t h e  
animals t o  permanently e x i t  t h e  Waste P i t  Area. The neares t  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Ohio D i v i s i o n  of W i l d l i f e  w i l l  be contacted and requested t o  adv ise on means 
t o  encourage t h e  animals t o  e x i t  t he  Waste P i t  Area and t o  d iscourage t h e  
animals’ re tu rn .  While humane and env i ronmenta l ly  sound methods w i l l  always 
be used, more aggressive and p o t e n t i a l l y  l e t h a l  means t o  r i d  t h e  Waste P i t  
Area o f  t he  burrowing mammals w i l l  be employed i f  i n i t i a l  e f f o r t s  prove 
i n e f f e c t  i ve. 

Once t h e  aforementioned burrows have been conf i rmed vacant, t he  burrows w i l l  
be f i l l e d  w i t h  cementious g rou t  o r  s i m i l a r  ma te r ia l  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  berm and t o  discourage re-occupat ion o f  t h e  burrows. 
inspec t ions  o f  t h e  var ious  Waste P i t  berms w i l l  be conducted t o  d i scove r  any 
repopu la t ion  o f  t he  berms by burrowing mammals. 
presence o f  burrowing mammals i s  found, t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  proven means o f  
r i d d i n g  t h e  Waste P i t  Area o f  the  animals w i l l  be employed. 

I f  you have any quest ions,  p lease contac t  Oba Vincent a t  (513) 738-6937 o r  FTS 

Regular 

I f  new evidence o f  t h e  

- .  
774-6937. 

FSO: V i  ncent 

cc: 

3. J .  Fiore,  EM-42, GTN 
K. A. Hayes, EM-424, GTN 
C. A. McCord, USEPA-V, 5HR-12 
J .  A. Sar ic ,  USEPA-V, 5HR-12 
L. August, GeoTrans 
G. G. Ioannides, OEPA-Columbus 
K. Davidson, OEPA-Columbus 
R. E. Owen, ODH-Columbus 
R. L. Glenn, Parsons 
W.  H. B r i t t o n ,  WMCO 
H. F. Daugherty, WMCO 
S. W. Coyle, WMCO 

AR F i l e s  1 
I 3. D. Wood, AS1 
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